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Start healthy and stay healthy with 
100% virus checked and virus free 
trees only from Burchell Nursery.

Lori McGrath 
Accounting Administrator

When it comes to the numbers, we 
say, “Leave it to Lori.” Lori McGrath 
may juggle hectic days, but she always 
knows how to keep things in balance as 
she handles our accounts receivables, 

general ledger and company checkbook. She helps 
customers with their accounts, runs sales reports and 
dashes off correspondence. She even serves as our 
in-house computer help desk expert. And she keeps 
everything moving smoothly. 

Lori’s been an essential part of Burchell Nursery for 
27 years. She exemplifies our belief in keeping this a 
family business, as her mom worked here, too, as our 
bookkeeper for 23 years. Mom retired in 1999, but Lori’s 
still serving as one of our brightest stars. She started here 
back when she was in high school, and we can only hope 
her 15-year-old son will soon follow in her footsteps. After 
all, Burchell Nursery is all about family. And we’re glad 
Lori is part of ours.

Burchell Nursery celebrates its 1942 start 
and 65 great years of business.
                  ome say business is tough these days.   

We think it’s pretty terrific. We’re celebrating 
our 65th year of business and times are good. 
We have you to thank for where we are today. 
But starting out, it was no picnic.

Irvin Burchell founded Burchell Nursery in April of 1942 
as the country was still reeling from Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor just four months before. But he had one and a half 
California acres, a degree in pomology and a guiding belief:  

“Plant good trees on good land.  
Take care of them and they will take care of you.”

Now 65 years and three generations of Burchell family leadership later, that 
belief still drives us. Of course, we also believe in taking good care of 
our customers. Our longevity is due to you. So to honor you, we’re 
going to get a little nostalgic.

Products from the ’40s.  
We’re bringing back some of the trees Irvin sold so many decades ago 
for some very modern reasons. We’re reintroducing citrus, pistachios 
and pomegranates. Today’s driver is this — demand continues to 
grow for stock that requires fewer inputs, offers lower harvesting 
costs and meets the needs of a more health conscious market. 
Citrus is always sought-after, pistachios can be mechanically 
harvested and pomegranates pack a health punch with vitamin 
C, folic acid and antioxidants. But even better news is that 
these and any of our trees can be purchased at 1940’s prices 

— at least by one lucky buyer. 

Better yet—prices from the ’40s.  
To celebrate our anniversary with you, we’re holding a 
price rollback contest (check back cover to learn more). 
Everyone ordering trees in 2007 will be entered. And one 
fortunate customer will receive his or her order of up to 5,000  
trees at 1942 prices. 

Back then, citrus trees were only $3.50 each. Walnut stock was $2.50 each. 
Almond, peach, apple, pear, plum, nectarine, prune, apricot and cherry 
trees were just 55¢. It could mean thousands of dollars of savings. And we’re 
looking forward to many milestone anniversaries yet to come, thanks to your 
loyalty to Burchell Nursery.

S

 

to a whole orchard of trees at a fraction of today’s prices.

Too bad Burchell can’t roll back all prices to our first year.   
A loaf of bread was only 9¢. A bottle of Heinz ketchup went 
for a quarter. Campbell’s tomato soup? You could buy four 
cans for a quarter. And you could walk to the grocers in a pair 
of men’s Florsheim shoes that cost only 11 dollars. But you 
might want to drive, because gas was only 19¢ a gallon.

Granted, the minimum wage was only 30¢ an hour back 
then, and the average annual salary was $2,400. But Burchell 
isn’t rolling back wages. We’re turning the clock back on our 
own prices as a way of thanking you for your business 
throughout the years.

Be sure to ask us about the Retro Price Roll-Back Contest 
when you place your order this year. After all, you won’t want 
to be singing Benny Goodman’s 1942 hit, “Somebody Else is 
Taking My Place,” when the winner is announced! 

TOM BURCHELL

 Burchell’s 1940s                                    Contest

Y ou paid it once — just a buck and a half for 
an olive tree. Almond, peach, nectarine, pear, 
plum and cherry trees went for only 35¢ to 60¢. And  

if you wanted to sit under the apple tree with the Andrews 
Sisters in the ‘40s, the tree stock would cost about 50¢. Those 
were the days. It was 1942, and Burchell Nursery was just 
getting started.

Now those days are here again, with the Burchell Nursery 
1940s Retro Price Roll-Back Contest. We’re celebrating our 
65th anniversary with this nod to the past. 

We want every one of our customers to have a chance to get 
their tree order at 1942 prices. So everyone ordering trees in 
2007 will be entered into the contest. At the end of it all, one 
lucky customer’s name will be drawn and he or she will 
receive up to 5,000 trees at prices that bring 1942 back again.

Imagine the savings. This could mean thousands of dollars to 
the winner. Depending on the order placed, it might add up  
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                ennis Winchester is a long-time customer of 
Burchell Nursery. He’s been buying almond stock from us 
for more than two decades — at least since1983, when he 
took over his dad’s almond growing operation. But then, 
father John Winchester bought from Burchell, too. That’s 
part of the story of how Winchester Farms came to be 
the business it is today. John purchased 40 acres from the 
Burchell family back in the mid 1950s.

As Dennis puts it, “We’ve always bought from Burchell. I’ve 
done business with them all through my life. And I’ve been 
in this business for 40 years.”

What keeps Dennis Winchester coming back year after 
year? His answer is simple and direct. “Good stock,” he 
says. Dennis works regularly with field representatives 
Ron Boone and Ladd Hackler. “They have good answers,” 
he explains. “And they’ve turned me on to new varieties, 
like Butte and Padre — very good producers. They cross 
pollinate, and we can harvest them together, at one time.”

Dennis’ son, Mark Winchester, buys from Burchell, too. 
While his operation is more of a side business, he’s been 
growing almonds for a decade himself. 

If all goes well, the Winchesters and the Burchells may get 
to enjoy a fourth generation of working together. Mark’s 
son and Dennis’ grandson, Brian Winchester, is said to 
have shown an interest. Dennis proudly says Brian is “a real 
helper, always out in the orchard.” 

We look forward to many more years of serving the 
Winchesters, as we do all of our customers. Burchell 
Nursery is proud to serve you and grateful for your loyalty.

Meet the WincheSterS 

Three Loyal Generations.We are pleased
to present the following

new commodities:

What’S “OLD” iS nOW

neW anD iMprOveD!

TO: CALIFORNIA WALNUT NURSERIES

As you may know we have been selecting and clonally propagating walnut rootstocks 

that have resistance or tolerance to the most serious diseases and pests of walnut in 

California. We have identified three clones that have shown promise in greenhouse and/

or tank tests for reduced susceptibility to Phytophthora citricola, Pratylenchus vulnus 

(root lesion nematode) and cherry leafroll virus (blackline). They also show average or 

superior vigor in nursery and preliminary field tests. If you are interested in propagating 

any of this material we can supply a limited amount of material in the form of tissue 

culture microshoots or graftwood. We can also provide information on methods of clon-

al propagation. Liners are available from several commercial labs as well. All material 

can only be propagated under test agreement and is not to be sold, however a service fee 

can be charged to growers for approved field trials. A letter describing this process writ-

ten by Clint Neagley of the UC Office of Technology Transfer is attached.

The three clones of interest are:

VX 211, considered lesion nematode “tolerant” because, unlike “regular” seedling 

Paradox, it survives and grows very vigorously in soils with high lesion nematode popu-

lations. VX 211 also has moderate resistance to Phytophthora and survives well in field 

tests.

RX1, moderately resistant to Phytophthora and is currently being tested for response to 

nematodes. RX1 survives well in field tests.

WIP3, selected because it avoids the blackline caused by the cherry leafroll virus. It is 

susceptible to Phytophthora and may perform more like an English seedling rootstock.  

It is being tested for response to nematodes.

If you would like propagating material or further information, 

please contact me.

Gale McGranahan

Walnut Improvement Program

Plant Sciences. Mail Stop 2

University of California

Davis, CA  95616

ghmcgranahan@ucdavis.edu

530 752 0113

February 20, 2007

UC Davis Plant Test Agreements for Tree/Rootstock Selections

Plant Test Agreements, which are used to cover the testing of plant selections from the UC 

Davis plant breeding program, are important to protect patent rights and to specify transfer 

procedures. Test Agreements cover transfer of plants to testers (nurseries and growers) at a 

stage prior to patent filing and prior to official “release” of the selection as a new variety. Test 

Agreements allow for evaluation of the plants, but not commercialization. Plants transferred 

by UC under a Test Agreement are not to be sold and, absent UC approval, are not to be 

transferred to others. 
If a tester wishes to provide plants to a collaborator for purposes of the evaluation (e.g., a 

nursery wishes to provide plants to a grower), upon request to UC a Test Agreement can be 

put in place with the collaborator to cover transfer of plants to the collaborator. The plants are 

not to be sold to the collaborator, although a fee (e.g., a service fee) may be assessed to cover 

the tester’s cost of providing the plants.  Test Agreements serve to preserve patent rights to the plant selection prior to patent filing, 

and also to protect against improper transfer. At a subsequent stage, after official “release” 

by UC of the plant selection as a new variety and after filing of a patent application, UC will 

make available commercial license agreements to cover commercialization and sale of the 

plants.  

Test Agreements are administered by UC Davis Technology Transfer Services, working 

together with UC Davis breeders. If you have questions or wish to see a sample Test Agree-

ment, please contact Clint Neagley or Denise Meade (530 757-3433 dlmeade@ucdavis.edu) 

of Technology Transfer Services.  
Clinton H. NeagleyAssociate DirectorTechnology Transfer Services

(530) 757-3471chneagley@ucdavis.edu

OFFICE OF RESEARCHTechnology and Industry Alliances
1850 Research Park Dr., Suite 100
Davis, California   95618Telephone:  (530) 757-3432

Fax:  (530) 758-3276E-mail: techtransfer@ucdavis.edu

Pomegranates 
Wonderful 

Early Wonderful  
Foothill Early 

Pistachios
UCB#1 rootstock (only)

Citrus
Tango 

(variety of Mandarin)

UC Davis News 
from the 

Burchell Mailbag

Dr. Gale McGranahan
Pomologist
University of California, Davis

 D  

J     oin us in welcoming Cover Nurseries  
          customers to the Burchell Family. 
This is a story about one family business helping another. 
Burchell Nursery has been given the distinct privilege of 
“adopting” the stock of Cover Nurseries.

As all of us in this area well know, Cover Nurseries has been 
providing the highest quality walnut trees for nearly a century. 
Jesse Cover started growing and selling stock in 1910. His 
daughter and her husband, Carmen and Richard Ernst, have 
been continuing the tradition since 1968. But now they want 
and deserve more time to focus on their own orchard.

Burchell Nursery is pleased to be able to be there for them. 
We’ll be providing service to all Cover Nurseries customers who 
bought trees this year. And we’ll be raising the Cover crop that 
was planted this year, managing the budding/grafting, nurturing 
and harvesting of trees in 2008. 

Please join us as we applaud Cover Nurseries’ historic record. 
Share in its legacy through the outstanding walnut stock we’re 
proud to assist in raising. And help us welcome Cover customers 
to the Burchell family. 
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say, “Leave it to Lori.” Lori McGrath 
may juggle hectic days, but she always 
knows how to keep things in balance as 
she handles our accounts receivables, 

general ledger and company checkbook. She helps 
customers with their accounts, runs sales reports and 
dashes off correspondence. She even serves as our 
in-house computer help desk expert. And she keeps 
everything moving smoothly. 

Lori’s been an essential part of Burchell Nursery for 
27 years. She exemplifies our belief in keeping this a 
family business, as her mom worked here, too, as our 
bookkeeper for 23 years. Mom retired in 1999, but Lori’s 
still serving as one of our brightest stars. She started here 
back when she was in high school, and we can only hope 
her 15-year-old son will soon follow in her footsteps. After 
all, Burchell Nursery is all about family. And we’re glad 
Lori is part of ours.

Burchell Nursery celebrates its 1942 start 
and 65 great years of business.
                  ome say business is tough these days.   

We think it’s pretty terrific. We’re celebrating 
our 65th year of business and times are good. 
We have you to thank for where we are today. 
But starting out, it was no picnic.

Irvin Burchell founded Burchell Nursery in April of 1942 
as the country was still reeling from Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor just four months before. But he had one and a half 
California acres, a degree in pomology and a guiding belief:  

“Plant good trees on good land.  
Take care of them and they will take care of you.”

Now 65 years and three generations of Burchell family leadership later, that 
belief still drives us. Of course, we also believe in taking good care of 
our customers. Our longevity is due to you. So to honor you, we’re 
going to get a little nostalgic.

Products from the ’40s.  
We’re bringing back some of the trees Irvin sold so many decades ago 
for some very modern reasons. We’re reintroducing citrus, pistachios 
and pomegranates. Today’s driver is this — demand continues to 
grow for stock that requires fewer inputs, offers lower harvesting 
costs and meets the needs of a more health conscious market. 
Citrus is always sought-after, pistachios can be mechanically 
harvested and pomegranates pack a health punch with vitamin 
C, folic acid and antioxidants. But even better news is that 
these and any of our trees can be purchased at 1940’s prices 

— at least by one lucky buyer. 

Better yet—prices from the ’40s.  
To celebrate our anniversary with you, we’re holding a 
price rollback contest (check back cover to learn more). 
Everyone ordering trees in 2007 will be entered. And one 
fortunate customer will receive his or her order of up to 5,000  
trees at 1942 prices. 

Back then, citrus trees were only $3.50 each. Walnut stock was $2.50 each. 
Almond, peach, apple, pear, plum, nectarine, prune, apricot and cherry 
trees were just 55¢. It could mean thousands of dollars of savings. And we’re 
looking forward to many milestone anniversaries yet to come, thanks to your 
loyalty to Burchell Nursery.
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to a whole orchard of trees at a fraction of today’s prices.

Too bad Burchell can’t roll back all prices to our first year.   
A loaf of bread was only 9¢. A bottle of Heinz ketchup went 
for a quarter. Campbell’s tomato soup? You could buy four 
cans for a quarter. And you could walk to the grocers in a pair 
of men’s Florsheim shoes that cost only 11 dollars. But you 
might want to drive, because gas was only 19¢ a gallon.

Granted, the minimum wage was only 30¢ an hour back 
then, and the average annual salary was $2,400. But Burchell 
isn’t rolling back wages. We’re turning the clock back on our 
own prices as a way of thanking you for your business 
throughout the years.

Be sure to ask us about the Retro Price Roll-Back Contest 
when you place your order this year. After all, you won’t want 
to be singing Benny Goodman’s 1942 hit, “Somebody Else is 
Taking My Place,” when the winner is announced! 
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plum and cherry trees went for only 35¢ to 60¢. And  

if you wanted to sit under the apple tree with the Andrews 
Sisters in the ‘40s, the tree stock would cost about 50¢. Those 
were the days. It was 1942, and Burchell Nursery was just 
getting started.

Now those days are here again, with the Burchell Nursery 
1940s Retro Price Roll-Back Contest. We’re celebrating our 
65th anniversary with this nod to the past. 

We want every one of our customers to have a chance to get 
their tree order at 1942 prices. So everyone ordering trees in 
2007 will be entered into the contest. At the end of it all, one 
lucky customer’s name will be drawn and he or she will 
receive up to 5,000 trees at prices that bring 1942 back again.
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